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The great catcher must be a thinker |
who would makes a
business calling |
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How many catchers now hefore thr|
public have developed ail theas impor- |
tant points of the gameT

We have sixteen major leagues cluba
Nearly every team has two ar more
eatchers.

National League Backstops.

| In the Natlonal league Brooklyn has
| in Bergen a natural backstop and bril-
llant thrower, who watches the bases

} but lacks what {s known as ginger
Bresnahan of Bt. Louls Is the hard-
working catcher In the Natlonal
He In always on the slort. hans

i et

lasague
l n great throwing sarm and s of grest
|

assistance to a Ditcher at s critical
moment. Butl managerial dutiea have
affsctad hie catching to some sxtont
The mama thing applles to Charley
Dooln of Philadslphia

Cincinnat! has & good one in Larry
Meleaan, When in good shape Larry
can do the backstopping
any one in the country. New TYork's
catehing department 1s very weak
Myers, the Indian, I8 an in and outer
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fine day he catches a fine game, and
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the next dAany he performs like an ama- |
tour. Wilson is still Inexperienced, but
glves promise of developing

The Chicago Cubs have two dandies |

fn Archer and “Feachea” Graham. The
latter Is a very enthusiastlc worker
The palr have all the gqualities that go
to make up a first class wind paddist

|

| Short Interviews With

| Great and Near Great
Ball Players of Today

= COUPLE of fighters on & ball club
help o whole loL” cackles Catch-
er "Nig” Clarke of 8t Louls.

‘A ball player should fight These
easy golng fellows never get anything
for their tanm. They let everybody
elae Tun ovar them.

“1f 1 do say it myself, old Bill Brad-
Jey nnd I wera the only ‘crabs” an the
Clevaland clubk. We would make our
kirk and be chased from the game, but
would b= right buck again the next day
Lollering for our righta’

TETERAN ball players are eriticia-
ing & change in the rules affecting
hitters who ge! to baxe when no one 1s
retired. Says Hans Wagner:
“They tried to favor the bataman
| and kesap him from getting a time at
bat. Why don't they give him a hit In
' a canme liko this: A man is on first and
the batsman hits a long Niy. Thé Neld-
er trien for it, and the runner hugs Aret,
afrald it will be caught. The ball falias
wafely, and the runner ia forced at sec-
ond. The feldsr never has his hand
on the ball. The batler doea not get a
hit, but in charged with a time at bat.
They had better let the rules alone,
tor thers are too many such things
soming up In game after game to mon-
key with new asystems. Fersonally I
don't cars & rap, but it is going to be
bad for many young players’

"GOOD rurves are great assets,” says
i “Thres Fingered” Brown of ths
Cuba, "but there hava heen great pltch-

ers who had hardly enough to fool an
amuateur. Spead? Another grand as-
wal But some of the great pitchers
didn't have enough speed to bLreak a
pane of glass. Control? It's a great
thing to ecultivate, But some good
twirlers were minus tha article to o

great extunt Head work? Oreat!
But what's the use of having a pltcher
who doesn’t use his noodla?

“Then what s tha greatest assel a
pitcher can have? Nerve It isn't
sufficient when It lsn't backed up. But

Eive & pltcher the perve and anything
else and he'll be a great plicher. On
the other hand, let him have overy-
thing eles and no nerve and he'll be a
dub, There's searcely o day when the
pitcher lsn't called upon 1o use his
nerve,

"It's the one requisite In the make-
up of a really great pltcher, and I don't
know a single other qualification that
ia nbaolutely essential. The pitcher de-
pending upon his curve suddenly dis-
covers that hin curve ball wono't work
The break lan't there It's up to his
narve. If he has lota of It he may keep
the opposing batsman standing wstill
until he recovers himaslf. If he hasn't
the nerve ha la in for a beating. 8o
with the fellow that depends upon his
speod. Tle dincovers to his amazement
that hia fast ball Is without the jump.
If he has Lhe nerve ha may work along
an Inning or two or mayba for half a
gams. Suddenly It comaa back and
he's all right. If he hasn't the nerve
he'll blow. Bame way with control. A

pitcher auddenly goan wild. Tha only

thing In the world that will settla him
In his nerve. If ha loses that It's an
ascoenslon Thera aure times when the
rule doesn't hold good.™

TONNIE M.»\f'.h:% pitchers run the
" game
“‘“Take the pitcher's judgment’ was

an early season order from Mpnager
Mnack, and he never changed 11" sald
Paddy Livingston, Athlotie catcher

"Chief Bender and Eddle Plank uused
thelr own Judgment the season bofore
lust and did so well the rule was made
keneral ‘Everybody must use bhis
head, lm ona of Connle’s riles,

‘One advantage of the pltcher's judg-

| mert counting la In the help he gols

from the Inflelders Our (nflelders
wers tha pitcher's advisers They
watched ths batile as clossly as the
buttery men. That waas part of thelr
work.

“Connle doesn't count a stnolen baso
on the catecher. It 18 even between the
pitcher and entcher ‘Wo cutcher can
ket & base runner who ia allowed too
much of o lead,' is the way Connle
puts i1,

“There was never a call down for the
pltcher or catecber where Connle be-
lHeved a fast ball should have been
used instead of a curve, or vice versn
We ware expected to Mnow what to
do. Advice came before or after the
games, and then It was up to both
pitcher and catcher,

“Mack does & lot of things different
from other managers 1 have pluyed
tor. Every man on the team has his
sar when n suggestion is offered, We
wers all called upon to dig up some-
thing at dully dope meotinga™

BUNSTAR'S OWNER.

J. B Joal, owner of Sunatar, English
Derby winner, 18 & nephew of the late
Barney Barnate, tha Bouth African
mining millionaire

Photos by American Press Assoclation.

The Boston ¢lub made a terriblea mia-
take when 1t Jet Graham go to the
Cubis, Kilng, whom Chicago club
traded to Boston for Graham. 15 not as
good & catcher as he wis three ysars
BESD When at his best he was In a
clasas by himaslf Pitisburg has o
corker (n Gibson. He has no apparent
wenknens,

the

Judging by the work of the men this
eeason, ths eatehers In the National |
league should rank in the order named
Glbson, Aroher., Graham, Kling, Bres-
nahan, Dooin. Mclsan, Bergen and
Myers,

American League Receivers,
In the American league Philadelphia

has two good ones In Thomas and

Lapp. When Detrolt parted with
Thomas his arm was bad. His arm
came back, and ha has been o big help
to the Athletica in chasing the much
rought rag. Manager Mack saye he |»

one of the beat in the funlor organiza-
tion. Lapp gives great promiss. Stan-
|nge of the Datroit team s good, but

not n Arst class catcher. Btephenn of
St Louls s o hard and willing work-
or, but lacks enthusiasm Sweenay of
New York glvea promise of developing
Into n great star with more experience
Clarkn of SL Laouia Ix o pood one
I[ln a good footworker and very rangy

for his Inches
Waahington
He

in
a fine

has u erackerjack

Strest is intalligent, is

thrower, and he gets Into every play, |stop

He watches the bases and Is a power
behind the stick when the game s go-
Ing agulnst his team.

Boaton has a grand backstop In Bill
Carrigan. The latter was cut out for
u model catchor In the baseball game.

In Bulllvan Chicago has one of the
real gems of the profession. Ever on
the alert, with a deadly throw, he la 2
catcher who coaches every pltcher.

The way the backstops In the Ameri-
can league should range is as follown:
Street. Carrigan., Sulllvan, Sweeney,

He | Thomaa Lapp and Clarks,

Now that Strest has bean selected

|a# the greatest catcher In the American

leagus and Gibson In the Natlonal,
which of the two Is the premler back-
of the countryT Many home
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eritics have thelr pets, but when Il
comes down to cardinal principles Iald
down to judge & calcher one will find
that the best of ‘em all today is George
Gilbaon of the Plrates. The latter was
cut out for the model catcher In base-
ball., Gilbeon Is the map who can turn
back tha fleetest base runner—a man
who can nip the boys out at first and
third unless thoy are ever on the alert
Ha |8 ths backstop who seldom drops
A ball that he can reach. Game to the
finger tips, he can eatch the wildest
delivery as If It were merely play—ag-
gresaive. on to all the sdvanced wrin-
kles of tha game, cutting the ball to
second from all angles, with a knack
of apreading into position while the
ball 1s coming to him.

Star Fighters Are Killing the
Goose That Lays the Golden Egg

HIS8 wseason ham been a very
profituble one for some of the
best ¢ards in  the boxing
world, -but for many of the

good ones and hundreds of thes lesser
lights it has been w very poor one, due
to the boxers themselves in most In-
Blancen,

The exorbitant demands made of pro-
maters by many of the stars have been
the means of hurting the game Iln more
wavas than ones, and the boxers them-
selves are now feeling the effects of
the comeback, Bome of the New York
promoters are to blame for this condi-
tion of affairs, for they have jumped
over one another and have bid ridicu-
lous sumna 1o get siar cards

These blg prices were ndvertised all
ovar the couniry. and other promolers
found 1t diMecult to do business with
boxers without guarantecing half the
recaipts and giving them privileges In
addition which any other amusement
promotéer would laugh at

In Indianapolls recently the promot-
ers took 1n 34000 wnd then lost over
$600 on the mhow, They had guaran-
teod blg sums Lo the boxers, and when
they came to settle up they found they
¢ould not meet thelr obligations or get
within $500 of 1. At New Orleans the
Wear Side Athletic club took In close
to 34,000 for the Conley-Coster contest
and still lost over $500 because It had
guaranteed Conley closs to $2.500 and
Coster about 51,000, which, with ex-
penses, more than ato uwp all the ro-
calpts and left them In tho hole for all
thelr trouble,

At the MeFariand-Kilbana bout In
Buffalo the promoters gave a bl guar-
antee and loat quite a bunch of money
as a result. At the Wells-Crosa bout
in New York the promoters agaln guar-
anteed more than they could afford and
lost a big chunk of coin. It has been
the same In Milwaukee In secveral in-
stances where guaranteess have been
glven and also In Boaton and Phila-
delphla

The New York clubs have beon los-
Ing money on most of thelr shows of
late, but stlll they could not sea or
woild not ses the real cause of 1L At
last one promoter—Harry Pollok—tum-
bled to the fact and he announces that
he will glve no guarantees, but stralght
percantages; that If the boxers cannot
draw the money they have no right to
Buarantiss,

“"Philadelphia Jack™ O'Brien, who put
up i handsoms new clubhouse in Phil-
adeolphla, has been obliged to close up
because of the high pricés demanded
by boxdrs and the inability to make
anything under existing conditions.
Boxers llke MeFarland, Wolgasi, Mo-
ran and “Knockout” Brown have been
annexing all the caojn. while the others
—and many of them m0ood ohes—havae
beon gotting the crumbs, When the

boxers succoed in putiing the promot~

ers and clubs out of business goodby
o thelr soft money, for It sure is soft
money they get where the limited
| round bouts are held and no decislons
given. And what bozer could go out
and earn half or guarter the maney he

gets for the short round bouts? If the
boxers want to keep the game going
they had better get togethor and as-
sist the promoters by working on rea-
sonable terma Instead of trying to hog
It nll and kill the sport

onn is Fred Hunter

Hunter Joins Ranks of Failures
At First Base

{'IRST baxe Is wtill the hoodoo pomition on
alght seosons Manager Clurke has tred

could fill the bill at the Inftial atation. but sl

The latter startel off waol

went nll to pleces and was released. Hans panpdike. e »

in good style, and the fans are asking how long Honus

For Pittsburg Club

the Pittsburg ball eam

hard to ‘obtain a player :::
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ADMITS LACK
OF PUNCH.
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b Packy MeFariand, the Chirago

: fistle exponent. has finally come

L to the front and admitted that

p he lacks & punch, but rises to

: ask what benefit he would de-
p rive If he had ona.
: "1 am kept busy fllling eNEAge-
. Ments, and If you will notice 1
b Am winniog all of them.” aays the
: Irishman, “so what uas would a
. Wallop be to me?
P "I might knock a few cold, but [
: would mot be as good a boxer as
p I am, and, choosing between the
: two, 1 balleva T would rather be
. the shifty person, which comes
b Very handy when you want to
¢ dodge a big wallop.”
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Trading of Ball Players In
Midseason Should Be

Stopped.

THB upshot of the recent Boston-
Chicago deal, whereby the Cubs'
chances for the Natlonal league pon-
nant were greatly Increased will prob-
ably be a rule which  will prevent
trades of players during the champlon
ship ssason unless the other clubs con-
sent to such & wwap. The Boston
Chicago deal was a farce pure and
slmple, Hoston was weakened by the
deal, while the Cuba look to have a
better chance for the Mag now than
ever before. Thers can be no objectiun ’
to buying minar l*ague players dur
ing the playing Btason, but thers In a
ETowing antlpathy against the trading
of players for the aole purpose gf In
creasing one team's chances far th
pennant. In this Instance it Is an in
Juntice to New York. Philadelphla and
Plttsburg to have such a one wided
trade go through. These clubs have
ehance for the flag. and the deal aeain |
showa the lack of sportamanship (i
baseball. Not that any one of them
would heaftate to maks a similar deal
The time has come when a stop must
be put to the truding g

& 4 e
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of playirs of
recognized ability during the playing
season. There was a lot of unfavorable

comment & few years ago whe
secured Dalahanty e
W:shlngmn elub by means
which won the pennant for
th
Transactions of thig kind do :;;l‘h'erl:a

to give the publip
sport. conflidence in the

of a trade
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BASKETBALL 8TaAR RETIRES..

.:r"":‘t'm“h""l‘;- the Trenton (N, 1)
as fow pesry
ball player ana as a basket

who last year recsived
m: A m?mh for playing forward an<
;r OF AW captain’and manager of th
,ﬂuum.suu team. of Pitburg, whie, '
nishad a closs second to McKeenpo

will iant,

In the Central league. has n
[T Al TS
that he win ratire from the :: r::




